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Effective. 1 July Vice President Erich Mielke has ceased to exercise 
hie functions in the German Adminictration of the Interior, 
All sections of the GAI have been notified by circular letter 
that Mielke's functions are being taken over by the recently 
appointed Vice President Karl Heinz Hoffmann. Like Mielke, he 


will be in charge of Hauptabteilung Polit/Multur and of. 
Hauptabte*lung Personal. 


The following explanations have been reported: 


Mielke 1«¢ at precent on leave, It ie presumed that Mielke 
guffered a demotion because of hie cloce friendship with 
Walter Tbr! echt, * 


dance with the 


ber 1978 from the 


eby regraded to} 
Intelligence to the | 


d States. 


Next Review Date: 2008 ; 


The factéthat Mielke was instrumental in effecting the 


lease of the dep chief of the Advanced Police Schoob 

be GAL Bernyarg Babed) in, and of Robert Blalék, formerly 

fr Hauptabtellung Pol at/eultur may shed some light 
mastancee that. iy to itelke! S dismiscal. Gabelin's 

d to occupy an important position in the Central 

etariat of the SED, So does Blalek, whose position is 

, AE. referent, on police mat ‘the theory has beer 

ced that Babelin. and/or Bialek may have brorght about 

Tkels ouster. 
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ft is reporte 2d that Vice Fresident Wilhelm Zaiscer will be placed 
in eharge of the border- and paramilitery police for the whole 
Ruseian Zone. Thie will effectively relieve President Fischer, 
who heretofore wae charged directly with that responsibility. 

At one time police @enéral Staimer, chief of the state police of 
Brandenburg, had been slated for that ascignment. Zalecer's 
appointment removes Staimer as a pos-ible candidate. 


It ie 
alleged that Staimer is under investigation by the SED for financial 
irregularities, 


